ADVERTISEMENT. © 
A” the Inſtance of many Eminent Perſonsbf both 


Churches, Superiours are conſenting that, of 
the Exgliſh Sermons Preach'd before Their Majeſties 
fince the Firſt Sunday of Oftober laſt, ſome be #fiade 
Publick. And becauſe that which open'd the h- 
ing at Windſor has been much deſfir'd, and the long! 

ed, I Preſent the Reader with it in the Fir 

lace. The Author bids me Apologize fat it as a 
Night Thing run up in haſte ; But fince it-was well 
receiv'd, it would be to queſtion the Judizent of 
that moſt Honorable and moſt Learned y, 
ro make any Excuſe, or to give it you with-any Al- 
terations or Amendment. You have it therefere as 
it was ſpoke, and will be follow'd by others/@ the 
fame Hand, he hopes, more Correct. SY 
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THE FIRST 


SERMON 


Preach'd before Their 


MAJESTTIES 


On the Firſt Sunday of 0fober 1685, 


Diliges Dominum Deum tuum ex toto 
corde tuo, Oc 1n tota anima tua, & in 
tota mente tua. Matth. 22. 37. 


Thou ſhalt love thy Lord thy God with all thy 


heart, with all thy ſoul, and with all by 
mind, Math. 22. 37: 


Div NS -Aint Auguſtine relates of him- S. Aug. Con- 
SAIZNE) ſelf (molt Sacred Majeſty )/#-8- <1 
FL 1k chat being 1n great pcrplex- 


FD ity of mind, and agitation 


NESS 
at war = it felt, inventing Arguments 


for, and againſt the {ſpeedy amendment of 


A 9 his 


(2) 

his Life, a ſfuddain guſt of Sorrow ſwell'd 
his Heart, and while that was ſpending it 
ſelf in a flood. of Tears, he heard an un- 
expected Voice, Tolle, lege, 7 ake up the Book, 
and Read. He open'd the Holy Scripture, 
as it were by chance, but caſting his Eyc 
upon ſuch words, as at the ſame time 
ſcarch'd and, cur'd the ulcer in his Heart ; 
he was oblig'd to acknowledg the Finger 
of God pointing them out to him, and im- 
bracing the happy opportunity , he took 
that reſolution upon the place, which turn'd 
a witty but /ooſe young Man into one of 
the greateſt Doctors and moſt Saintly per- 
_ that ever illuſtrated the Church of 
G 

The Application will not be difficult to 
thoſe that conſider the temper of this Age, 
which ſeems to revive the Parts of St. 4u- 
-gaſtine in Men of the moſt piercing Judg- 
ments, of the brighteſt Invention, of the 
ſmootheſt and moit cloquent Expreſſion ; 
but Men, for the moſt part, whoſe Exceſles 
-and Corruption run as high as their Wir ; 
Who wanting not boldneis to follow him 
thro' all thedark Mazes of a ſinful Life, the 
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(3) 
mean time as uncaſie in themſelyes, and 
as diſfatisfi'd with their preſent Condition, 
yet ſhake hands with him and fall back 
when he ſhews them by Example the no- 
bleſt trial of a zhoro* courage, and the ſound- 
eſt proof of good ſence ; Repentance. But 
that there may be as great a proportion in 
the Means of their Converſion, as there is 
reſemblance intheir Ltves,the Divine Wif- 
dom which has the Hearts of Kings in his Prov. 21. 1: 
hands , and turns them like Water, has 
made thoſe of your Sacred Majeſties ſo 
pliant and yielding to the Neceflities of 
your Pcople, that you are graciouſly con- 
deſcending to have them awaken'd with a 
Voice that was never yet heard within 
theſe Walls. I mean the ancient Religion $:r. Grarge'' 
of this Kingdom calling upon them in <*?** 
their native Language, and even this Day; 
if they harden not their hearts, they ſhall hear 
what will make for their peace. For tho' it. 
has pleas'd the Almighty to judge the 
Cauſe , and aflert the Right of his Repre- 
ſentative upon Earth, to ſettle you upon the 
Hereditary Throne of your Anceſtors, and - 
lay your Enenues in the duſt ; yer there 


IS 


(4) 
1s ſtill a Peace behind which the World can- - 
xot give, and Kings and Qucens cannor 
otherwiſe promote, then by exhibiting 
themſelves, as at this Day, the Nurſing 
Fathers and Nurſing Mothers of the Church; 
then by encouraging Prety and counte- 
nancing Religion by Word and Example ; 
Ut fit Pax & Veritas, that Truth as well as 
Peace may be the Guardian of the Throne, 
and Happineſs of the Subject. This 1s what 
St Auguſtine calls Regem de duplici Regno, to 
be more then a ſingle King, to double the 
luſtre of your ſacred Temples, while your 
Intereſts are urſeparable from thoſe of Ged, 
and the Equity, Juſtice, and Clemency of 
your Reign, {ſo merit the Hearts and At- 
tection of Your Pcople, as to confinc 
them not to your own Breaſt ; but as- the 
Angels do our Prayers, to carry them-ro- 
wards the Sovercign King, that they may 
love him wtth all their heart, with all their 
ſoul, and with all their mind. Words not of 
my own choice, but put into my Mouth 
by the Church to entertain you with this 
Day , her unerring Aſſiſtant the Holy 
Ghoſt wifdy providing, this Fir! Command 
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ment ſhou'd be the Subject of your Firſt 
Attention, and to contound thoſe who 
feign labour and difficulty in» the Precepts 
of the Goſpcl, commands me to ſhew, that 
as there is ncthing more eaſie then love, 10 a 
well-crder d love is ail that is requir d at your 
hands. This I ſhall endeavour by the al- 
ſiſtance of Him who 1s eternal and ſub/i/t- 
ing Love, and which I hope to obtain by 
the Intcrceſhon of His Blefled Mother, 


who came to ſhed this ſacred fire upon the Luc. 12.45: 


eagth. 

Indeed I cannot without reluctance 
take off your thoughts from attending 
on the Triumph of this Day, which the 
Holy Church has ſct apart to render her 
crateful Acknowledgments to the Lord of 
Hoſts, for that memorable Victory ob- 
cain'd at Sca againſt the Enemies of the 
Chriſtian Name. Where the Bleed Mother 
of God was the Moſes whole litted-up 
Hands , feryent Prayer and Interceſlion, 
preva:ld, ar once over" the far greater 
Strength of the 7zrks, and over Sins of 
thc Chriltizns. But this is too vaſt a Sub- 
ject to be reduc'd within the limics of a 

B [Orc 


Victory of 
Lepanto, in 
memory of 
which the 
principal 
Solemnity 
of the Roſary 
15 atlign'd to 
the fiſt Sun- 
day of Ocio- 
ber. 
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ſhort Diſcourſe ; and I ſhou'd be oblig'd 

to ſay ſuch glorious things of this City of 

God, the Proteftrix and Bulwark of the 

S. 4uz. 4 Church, that niſi credideritis non intellige- 
[56-09 tis; ſuch of my Auditors as do not belicve 
Tr. 29. = cannot underſtand, Wherctore in theſe 
Jean. Circumſtances the Behaviour of St. Paul 
to the Corinthians ought (in my judgment) 

to be a ſtanding Rule to all Preachers, to 

fit their Doctrine to the capacity of the 
Hearers, it being more pardonable to de- 

prive the well-prepar'd and healthful Sto- 

machs of ſome degree of Nouriſhment, 

then that the weaker ſhou'd be overcharg'd 

and offended with ſolid and wholſom 

Food, but ſuch as yet they cannot digeſt : 

« Cor. 3-2: [2c wobis potum dedi non eſram ; nondum 
enim poteratis, ſed nec nanc quidem poteſtis : 

I have fed you with Milk, and not with 

Meat ; for hitherto you were not able to 

bear it , neither yet are you able. Where- 

fore leaving the Myſteries of the Holy 

Roſary to the private Devotion of every 

one that is penctrated with. the love of 

Mary, let us beg her Interceſſion, that I 

may ſpeak worthily of that which was the 

crown 
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crown of all her Vertues, and principally 
ualifi'd her to become the Mother of 
od, while the Angel Saluted her, ſaying, 


Ave Maria. 


HE Holy Ezangeliſt mn this Chapter 

records three nice and labour'd Que- 
ſtions which the Phariſees and Sadducees put 
co our Bleſſed Redeemer, with a deſign to 
take advantage of his Anfwers, very con- 
fident they ſhou'd convince Jim either of 
Impicty or Ignorance, or at leaſt expoſe 
him to the Indignation of the Pcople,which 
wou'd ſerve their turn as well. The Firſt 
Queſtion was Prafical ; Is it lawful to give 
tribute to Ceſar ? The Second meerly Spe- 
culative, concerning the Nature and Aﬀe- 
tions of a glorifid Body. The Third 
touching Matter of Fat , Which is the firſt 
and greateſt commandment in the law ? But 
theſe malicious Propoſals gave our Bleſſed 
Maſter occaſion to clear three important 
Dithculcies; And in the Firſt place, not 
only to exempt the Prince from Injuſtice 
in demanding Tribute, bur alſo to declare 


the paying of it to be a matter of Conſc:- 
B 2 Cnce 
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ence, and point of Duty in the Subject. 
Next he diſperſes the groſs and carnal Idea 
which the Fews then had, and corrupted 
Nature is ready enough to ſuggeſt touch- 
ing the Appetites and Inclinations of hu- 
mane Bodies in another Lite : and then 
concludes with declaring the great Legal 
as well as Ezengelical Precept of the love 
of God ; Hoc eſt maximum & primum man- 
datum. Inorder to the Examination where- 
of, I beg leave to conſider Three things ; 


I. The ſtate of the Queſtion, and 
whence the Pifhculry ariſes, Lrod e/! 
mandatum magnum ? 


IT. The Anſwer , why the Precept of 
Dilection 1s {ſtil'd Firft and Greateſt ? 


II. And laſtly, The nature and extent 
of the Precept, With all thy heart, &cc. 

1. The Queſtion ; which ſeems to carry 

ſoliccledifticulty with it, and to lic ſo open 

ro the meaneſt capacity, that the Reſolu- 

tion could no morc cvidence the pro- 

found 
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found Learning of the Reſpondent, then a 
catechiſtical Anſwer of a vulgar Catholick 
toche number of che Sacraments or Com- 
mandments might qualfhe him to Com- 
mence Doctor. For was it not as oby:ous 
to the Jew, as 1t 1s now to the Chriſtian, 
that God 1s the final happineſs ot Man, the 
ſovercign good, and by neceflary confc- 
quence, that the Preceprt which exacts our 
love of him, muſt needs be the batis and 
foundation of the relt, the fir and greateſt 
of all How comes 1t then to pals, that the 
Phariſees , who were continually beating 
their Brains upon the Criticiſms of the 
Law; and*fpinning fine Threds which could 
never be of any ufc ro them, unlcfs 0 i: 
ſnare Jeſus in his words ; Who to that cnd 
were contented to adviſe with their pro- 
tels'd Enemies, the Sadducees, and came 
warm from Diſpute, and big with ſelected 
Qicres : How chanc'd they to ſtumble 
upon ſuch a Qucition as naturally begar 
another in retcrcence to themſelves, Whe- 
ther their Ignorance or their Envy was their 


firſt and greate/t Crime 2 Whether their 


Em y linded their Underſtanding, or their 
Want 


ON 


Origen in 
hunc locum. 
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want of Underſtanding expos'd them to 
ſuch a brutal and violent Paſſion * 

Thus face 'B. C.) it bears at the firſt ſight ; 
but if we draw the Proſpe&t nearer, we ſhall 
find a great deal of artifice in the Propoſi- 
tion, and difticulty in the Reſolution; and 
that it partakes of the nature of a curious 
Picture, which to a diſtant view diſcovers 
only confusd Layings of Colours, but 
when the nearer Eye begins to examine 
cach Proportion,and run over every Linea- 
ment and Feature, it 1s not eafie to deter- 
mine whether the curious Spectator more 
admirc his own precipitate Judgment, or 
the Ingenuity of the Painter. For Origen; 
who was excellently verſed inthe Rabinzical 
or Jewiſh Theology , aflures us, that the 
Doctors of the Synagogue agreed in the 
number of the Precepts contain'd in their 
Law, but never in the order of them ; and 
while they generally admitted 613, ſome 
of greater, others of lefler importance, 
they were at perpetual yariance, even to 
his time, concerning the diſpoſition of 
them, quid prius, quidove poſterius, ſo far 
were they from ranging them methodical ; 

muc 
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much further from deciding which of that 
multitude was to be fix'd in the head of 
the reſt. 

And as to the Precept before us, they had 
no warrant from the holy Text to aflign 
it the firſt place, ſince it was deliver'd a- 
mong the lateſt, in the laſt Book of the 
Law, and no ſooner then in the fixth Cha- 
pter of the Recapitulation of it, that is in 
Deuteronomy. 

And to increaſe the difhculty, the Pha- 
riſees propound the Queſtion not only 
concerning the greateſt, bur alſo concern- 
ing the jir/t ; tortho'S. Matthew inmy Text 
fixes it only upon the Great Commandment, 


yet St. Mark afligns it to the Firſt; and Mare. 12. 


from our Bleſſed Saviours Reply, it ſeems 3” 
clear that the Propoſal comprehended as 
well the one as the other. 

Wherctore in the Queſtion, Wit and 
Decei, Sophiſtry and Learning are woven 
together : For taking the words conjoynt- 
ly, What is the firſt ad greateſt, the Queſtion 
1s wholly captious and ſophiſtical in the 
Proponent : For the Phariſees thought that 
there was no one and the ſame Precept _ 

L 


Proy, 21, 
39. 
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firſt and greatcſt, all of them ſeeming to 
be deliver'd contuſedly , or according as 
neceſſity requir'd. 21y. It the Sentence be 
ſever'd into two, hat is the firſt, and What 
z5 the greateſt, the Queſtion 1s very knotty, 
and was to the Jewiſh Rabbies what man 
of the higheſt Metaphyſical Abſtractions 
are to our Modern Schoo/men, an uncx- 
hauſted Subject of Study to the Maſters, 
and of Diſpute among the Scholars. 

But as the Prophet Jong betore alledg'd, 
whilſt he dehorts bold and raſh Man trom 
ecempring the Divinity , Nor eſt ſapientia, 
n0n eſt prudentia, non eſt conſilium contra Do- 
minum ; There is no wiſdom, (that's tor their 
Learning) There is no prudence, { thc Ori 
ginal word {ignifies craft ) There is n0 coun- 
fel, there 1s no Plotting ( on eft confilium ) 
againſt the Almighty. For Feſus Chrift, 
who as the cternal Wiſdom oft his Father, 
was himfſelt the Law-gizer, and therctorc 
the belt [zterpreter ot the Law, at the ſame 
time to inſtruct and humble the Under- 
ſtandings ot thoſe halt-learned, but thro'ly 
proud Men, declares in exprels terms, that 
there is a /i-/t and greateſt ' Command- 
: ment z 
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ment ; And 2ly. That it is what they were 
the leaſt willing to admit for ſuch ; 7hox 
ſhalt love thy Lord God, away 75s impeach- 
ing them at the ſame time of the want of - 
that love, while out of cavy and malice 
they came to oppreſs their Mefſias with 
inſnaring Queſtions. This for the Que- 

{ton ; now 
- IE We come to conſider the Anſwer, 
and why the Precept of Dile&tion is ſtil'd 
Primum © Maximum, the Firſt and Greateſt. 
And ſurely that muſt needs be the Fir/f 
Commandment to which all the ather are bur 
ſubſcryient, as Means to the End ; or Mi- 
niſterial, as Inſtruments to the Work ; or if- 
ſuing from it,as Rivulets from the Fountain. 
The Law 1s the Summary or Collection 
of all the Precepts. And if we inquire what 
1s the end of the Law, the Apoſtle ac- 
quaints ns, that Finis Pracepti Charitas, 
1 Lim. 1. 5. Charity is the end of the Pre- 
cept : And if it be the end of every Precept, 
and as it were the Centre where all the 
Lines meet, 1t 1s the end of the Law, as 
elſewhere he exprefles, Qui diligit, Legem 
implevit; Therefore it is the end of every 
C Vercue, 


Deut. L1. 
T2. 


Chap. 23. 
Ll, 
Aung. in E- 


pift. Joan, 
cap. 7. 


Rom. 13. 
Fi 
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| Vertue, and of cyery good-and” perfect gift 


that deſcends from the Father of lights. And 
accordingly the _ Moſes 1n Deuteronomy 
making repetitionot the Law, analyſcth all 
the Precepts, and draws therh to this only 


| Head, of loying God and of ſerving him 


(which is the proot of Love) with all your 
heart, and with all your foul. Sierpoabedieri- 
tis mandatis mejs,que ego hodie precipio wobis, 
xt diligatis Dominum Deum veſtrum; Gc.. And 
his Succeſſor Foſwe. Hoc tantam diligentifſim? 
pretavere , ut diligatis Dominum Deum we- 
ftram ; Only (or principally ) rake care af this, 
that you love your Lord God's, Which S: Ag. 
without doubt, alluded to, when: he utter'd 
that memorable Sentence, Dilzge, W fac quod 
Tis 3 Love,and do what you will : For as the A- 
poſtk ſays, DileAio malunt non operatur ; 
Love reftraims us from committing any crime,, 
and thence concludes, Ergo plenitudo legis 
eft dileflio, Therefore the fulfiling of the 
law is loving... | =>. 
 V. If Lovebe the Firſt Precept; becauſe 
it 1s the end of the Law ; 1t 15 > Greateſt, 
becauſe in it conſiſts our final Beatirude. 
The ſpiritual growth of Man 1s aptly com- 


par'd 
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par'd by holy Writers to the railing of a 
Structure : many Hands, and much La- 
bour ; many Inſtruments, and much Art; 
many Ladders, Scaffolds, Engines, and 
Materials are neceſſary before the Work 
be braught to perfection : but when the 
Building 1s finiſh'd, and the laſt Hand ta- 
ken off, the Scafftolds muſt down, the 
Tools and Engines are laid by , the re- 
maining Materials muſt be removed ; and 
what was —_—_ while the Foundation 
was laying, while the Building was riſing, 
muſt now be carry'd oft as indecent to the 
Eye, and offenſive to the Inhabitant. Thus 
it fares with thoſe who, in the Language 


of the Royal Prophet, lay Aſcenſions in their Pal. 83. 6. 


hearts, heap one vertuous Practice upon 
another, and follow on that with a third, 
tall, as by ſevcral Stages of rhe ſpiritual 
Building, they arrive to the finiſhing Point, 
to ſee the God of Gods in Sion. Then all ine 
Vertues which were Inſtrumental and Mi- 
niſter:al to that end, are ot no lon.zer uſe : 
we throw them by with the ſtate of Mor- 
tality ; and caſt them from us, asno longer 
Helps but Impcdiments. For what Verens 

C2 n 
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m this Life ſo neceſſary to advance us 
towards the Happineſs of the next, as the 

Plal. 110 Fear of God, fo often ſtil'd The beginning of 
x Jobn 4 wiſdom ? but Perfedt charity caſts out fear. 
— What ſo eſential to a Chriſtian as Faith, 
2 Pet. 10. ypon which depends the Promiſes of the 
+39 life mhich now is, and thas which is to come ? 
yet 1t 15 only a Candle ſhining in an obſcure 

place, till the morning ſtar riſe in our hearts, 

chaſing darkneſs from every corner, dif- 

perſing the cloud berween'us and the Di- 

2.Cor. 13. yinity ; For We ſhall ſee him nomore , Per 
_ ſpeculum in enigmate, thro'a Glaſs, and as it 
wcre in a Riddle, but as he is in himſelf, 

face to face. What ſo neceſſary to Salya- 

tion as relieving the Poor, detending the 

Cauſe of the Widow and Orphan, torgi- 

ving Injurics, praying for our Enemies, 

bridling our Paſſions ? But to that happy 

State all neceſlity 1s foreign, where eyery 

one drinks of the Torrent of incffable 
Pleaſure, Afﬀliction can. never approach, 
Enemies are not to be found, Concupi- 

{cence 1s no more. O thou Father of mer- 

cies, and God of all conſolation ! how ami- 

3 Cor. - 9. able are thy Tabernacles ? For. the eye has 
not 
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wot feen, nor the ear heard, nor can- it enter 
into the beart of man, how comprehenſive, 
and never-failing a Happineſs thou haſt 
prepar'd ! But tor whom: haſt thou pre- 
pard it? for thoſe that ſeek vanity and love 
alye, the falſe and glittcring Joys of this 
Life, which may amuſe, but can never fill ? 
No; their place ſhall be with the Hypo- 
ctites, becauſe they love to be deceived, 
and ſhut their Eyes leſt they ſhould ſee the 
ſlippery Precipice where they are ſtanding, 
I ſhould fay, whence they are falling. Is it 
for them then that add Heap to Heap, Field 
to Field, and to whom there 1s no end of 
their Acquiſition, at. leſt of their Deſires ? 
No,. their love 1s their. weight, Amor tuus St. Aug. 
pondus tuum, 1t bears them downwards ; the 
Earth they loved ſhall. be their Portion, 
they ſhall deſcend into the inferiour. parts of 
it. Is it for thoſe that will nor take the 
Almighty's Word that he has laid up Plea- 
ſures tor them, but impiouſly as well as 
childiſhly ſtrive to angicipate their Happi- 


| © nefs, by laying hold on the firſt they ſee, 


thoſe vile and impure ones. which the 
World and the. Fleſh tender them ? Bur 


nothing 
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 Apor. 22: Mthing unclean can enter there ; and thoſe 
© 27. that will have the Paradice of a Mahomez 


_ iifthis-Life, ſhall ſhare his Torment inthe 
-” mext. -For whom therefore are theſe Plea- 
-- Rites in ftore? ah! Dz/igeritibus ſe , for 

8 AA, and only thoſe that love him. Faith 

all. yaniſh, Prophecies ſhall be vacated, 

- Tangues and Sermons ſhall ceaſe, Sed cha- 

ritas mmguam excidit ; Divine Love, like 

its Object, endures for evcr. 

\. And this brings us upon the Third and 
laſt Conſideration, the Extent of the Pre- 
cept ; Diliges- Dominum Deum tuum ex toto 
corde tuo,” & in tota anima tua, G& in tota 
mente tua ; Words at which the Heart of 

Hebr. 4. 12, Man ſhrinks ; Words more piercing then a 
two-edged ſword, penetrating to the diviſion of 
the foul and the ſpirit ; Words that may juſt- 
ly ſtrike the Sinner with terror, and make 

Jobg. 28. even the Juſt cry out with holy Fob, Verebar 

 omnia opera mea ; I fear and apprehend all 
my works, leſt when they come to be 


weighed in this Balance of the Sanfrary, 


they ſhould be found too light. And tho? 
Almighty God by inforcing the Precept 
with ſo many almoſt ſynonmimous Words, 

intended 


(ro) 

intended principally to ſink this 'irf- and 
Gredteſ Commandment ' deeper into our 
hearts, yet it has produc'd fo contrary 
an cffe&, even in the Minds of Learned 
Men, that ſome have not wanted confi- 
dence to pronounce the Commandment 
impoſiible. Indeed, it he thar lays it upott 
us did not withal promiſe us ſtrength to 
perform it; - Pe/agins and his: Followers 
wou'd never have been'-condemn'd ' for 
that Doctrine. But {ſince'our Divine Ma-: 
ſter has told us, that- His yoke is /eaſte; nid Math. 1s 
bis burdex tight 5 and the beloved Diſciple, 39 
that Hs commandments die ot Brievons'; is John 5. 2, 
it not” a Prodigy, that'uifder-che Goſj 
this ſhou'd-appear fo difficult ro.us, who 
are incompalſs'd with thoſe-Divine Fires 
which Jeſus broughtiupon the Earth, 'andlive 
under-a 'Law which commands'nothing' 
bur Love, ſays St. Augaſtine ; 'Lex nowe 
nibil niſi amorem jubet ; Eſpecially ſince 
this -is not one of thoſe Precepts whoſe: 
$i was reſerv'd till the new Law, 

ut is equally intorc'd upon Few and Chri- 

Ian. 
E For Moſes preſſes this withno leſs —_ 


Deut. 6. 1, 
2, 5. 


(20) 
ef words upon that ſtiff-neck'd and ſtony- 
hearted People, then Jeſus Chriſt, who 
gives what he commands ; for in the fore- 
cited Chapter of Dexterozomy, the Prophet 
ſays that God lays all thoſe Injun&tions 
upon them, to try whether they love him 
in toto corde & tota anima ; and again, Di- 
liges Dominum Deum tuum ex toto corde tuo,& 
ex tota anima tua, W ex tota fortitudine tua, 
with thy whole ſtrength ; a word of great- 
cr force then ex tota mente , with all thy 


. mind. But St. Mark puts an Equivalent, ex 


$. Baſil. Reg. 
Fuel. 9. 2. 


tota virtute, with all thy ſtrength or power. 


For as to the ſubſtance of the Precepr, 
no rational Creature-can diſpute the verity 
of St. Baſil's DoEtrine, That the love of 
God is not a thing to be taught ; for if we 
have not any need of inſtruction to learn 
that we are 40-be pleasd with Life, to love 
Health, and what isagrecable to our Na- 
ture,to affc& thoſethat arc inſtrumental to 
our Being, or concurring. to our better 
Life, our Education ; we have far more 
reaſon to believe that Nature her ſelf is the 
only Miſtreſs in this Point, and that in the 
firſt moment the rational Soul cnters the 

Body, 


(21) 
the Body, the reaſonable Faculty finds in” 
it {cli an inclination to love God: 'Tis a - 
Debt chat we are indiſpenſibly oblig'd co 
ay him, and the greateſt miſery that can 
+ om to a Soul, 15 to be inſenlible of the 
Obligation. | 
It che Obligation theretore be cyident, 
ehat'tis our Dury to loveGod, the modus rei, 
or manner of doing it cannot found any 
new dithculty : For we are not to learn 
that we lovemothing bur as far as it is good, 
either 1n 1t ſelf, orin the value we have of 
it. Goodneſs therefore is the meaſure of 
Love, and we enlarge or reſtra:n our at- 
tection to a Thing, according as we diſco- 
ver more or fewer degrees of goodneſs in 
the Object; And (ince the perfection of 
every created Thing 1s bounded and deter- 
minate, the degree of love muſt be com- 
menſurate to the Thing beloved, or the 
affection exceeds the 'merit. And fince 
God 1s the Source and Fountain of all good-. 
neſs, immenſe, increated and infinite, the 
Heart ought co be carry'd upon God with - 
an infinite loye. True indeed, the Action 
cannor' exceed the. Faculty acting, and an 
| | infinure 
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infinite Aﬀection cannot iflue from a limi- 
red _— et the Heart 1s ungrateful 
and diſloyal, if it give not it ſelf che full 
reins and ſcope of its activity : And this 15 
tolove God with all our beart, with all our 
ſoul, and with all our mind, and with all our 
flrength ; Quantum ſcis, quantum potes, quan- 
tum vales. Let us conſider cach Clauſc 
apart. 

' Welove God with all our heart, when we 
approach unto him by the morion of the 
Heart, that is, when we adhere co him by 
Aﬀection and Prayer. | 

Welove him with all our mind, when ou 
thoughts are taken up with the meditation 
of heavenly Things, when he is the princi- 
pal Object of our Thoughts, when his Di- 
vine Perftections , Benefits and reveal'd 
Truths, are the exerciſe of our Underſtand- 
ing, 

Ie love him with all our ſoul, when we 
have God before our cyes 1n the uſe of all 
the Faculties of our Souls, and both the 
outward and inward Man unite and con- 
ſpire in his Service. 

_ We love him with all our ſtrength, when 
We 


"a Coo Re: 
= - 


(23) 
we ſcryc him with a right intention in all 
the Duties he requires at our hands, and 
keeping even the /eaft of his Command- 


ments as religiouſly as the greateſt, we pro- 
pofe him as the only end of all our Acti- 


ons. Si diligitis me, mandata mea ſervate , Joþn 14.15 


It you love me, keep my Commandments. 
Commandments ſo cloſely knit and woven 


together, that Qxi in uno offendit, He that jumes +. ro. 


allows himfelt in any one Crime, he that 
diſpenſes with himſelf 1n any one Duty 
becomes guilty of violating the whole , be- 
cauſe he has broken the Tie of union, be- 
cauſe he has withdrawn his Aﬀection : For 


you ceaſe to Love, when you ceaſe to Obey. 
Hence I ſhall make one or two Inferen- 


ces, and conclude. 

1. That this Commandment 1s not ful- 
fll'd by a meer external Obedience, a lic- 
teral compliance with the Laws of God 
and the Church ; or by outward Exerci- 
ſes of Picty that ſtrike the Eye, Faſting, 
Mortifications, &r. For the Love of God 
is wholly interiour ; and tho'zt break forth 
into ſenſible Practices, 'tis the Heart only 


that Loves. When the Heart do's not ac- 
D 2 com- 


-St. Aug. 
iP, aſi mM. 
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- company thoſe Actions, thcy arc inani- 


mate and fruitleſs : And the Heart do's 
not Cooperate, when 1t do's not Love. 

For what opinion wou'd you have of a 
Courtier, that after a thouſand particular 


Favours, and moſt endearing Inſtances of 
Efteem, ſhou'd bluntly cell his Royal Bene- 


faftor, I will obey you 1n all things, and 


” execute your Commands to a tittle ; but 


E cannot feelin my Heart the leatt ſenſe of 
Gratitude, or the [caſt affe&tion tor your 
Royal Perfon? Wou'd you not be ready 
to 1mpeach him of the moſt brutiſh Infen- 
ſibility, and condemn him to be for ever 
cffac'd out of the memory of his Prince 2 
and can you judge more favourably of a 
Chriſtian, that being indebted to Feſus 
Chriftthe King of Kings, of whoſe Fulneſs he 
recerves all he has;of whoſc:Bounty he holds 


his Being, his Life, his Subfiftance, his Sal-. | 


vation; and yet fits down contented 'with 
paying him only a- cold /ega/ Obedicnce, 
Fimore pane, non amore: juftitie ? comply- 
ng exteriourly with his Commands; And 
ined, keeping the Letter of his Law, but 
without cendcavouring after any fenſe "ea 
A; ie 
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his Benefits, love of his Perſon, -or of the 

Law which he ſcrvikly* obeys * Why are 
-you lefs 1mpartial to this wrprofirable ſer- 

aut then to the other, unleſs becauſe Tz es x Kings 
ille wir, as Nathan upon the ltke occaſion ** 7: 
impropriated to King David, Tow your ſelf 

are the man, and arc guilty of the ſame 

Crime in a higher meaſure > Have you 

not read, that after the promulgation of 

the new Law, the true worſhippers ſhall John 4. 23. 
adore the Father in ſpirit and trath ? "Tis 

the excellence of the Gofpel, wherein it 
ſarpaſſes the ancicnt Alliance, And S. Au- 

guftize teaches us, that God 1s not worthip- 4g. 4.10. 
ped but by lovmg. Pemus non colitur niſi ny ”"_ 
amancds. | = 

ly: I infer, That as it is impoſlible to 

arTiyc to the End without making uſe of 

the neceffary Means ; as 'tis impoſſible to 

flic without Wings, or to go to any term 

of place without paſſing the middle di- 
ſtahce': Sq tis mmpoſlible to arrive ar the 
love of God burby the love of our Neigh- 
bour. Dilipes. proximum, &&c. Secundum |1- 
mile eft buic. Our Bleffed Mafter afſimulares 

the fecond Commandinent to the firſt, nor 

IN 
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in reference to the 0bjefs, which are infi- 
| nitely unhke, bur as to the neceſity,the one 
leading to the other, and being both jir/t 
in their kinds : The love of God firſt in the 
Line of Precept and Obligation ; but the 
| love of our Neighbour firſt in Execution. 
S = 17. Dilefio Dei prior eſt ordine pracipiendl , 
' proximi dilefio prior eſt ordine faciendi, 
We do not indeed refer the love we bear 
Almighty God to our Neighbour, yet 
when you come to practice, we ſhew to 
whar degree we love God by exhibiting 
charitable Offices to our Neighbour. For 
as he has made the reciprocal love we bear 
the one to the other, the diſtinctive Sign 
John 13-35 and Badge of a Chriſtian, I: this they ſhall 
know you to be my diſciples , if. you love one 
another ; So has he appointed the love of 
our Neighbour to be a Signaculum Clau- 
ſum, a private Index to our ſelves, and, as 
it were; a Water-mark to our own Hearts, 
to diſcover, by it how much the love of 
: Join 4 God cbbs orflows within us. He that ſays 
: he loves God, and yet hates his brother, is a 
lyar. And thro' all the courſe of the New 


Teftament he urges this fraternal Charit 
Wit 


"vs Cm PS 
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with ſo much carneſtneſs, that he wou'd 
ſeem to poſtpone the love of Himſelf to 
that of our Brethren, were 1t not certain, 
that the Brotherly love is the only way to the 
Divine. So St. Paul, Gal. 5. 14. For all the 
law is fulfill d in one word, Thou ſhalt love 
thy neighbour as thy ſelf ; Omnis enim lex, in 
uno ſermone impletur, diliges proximum tuum 
ficut teipſum. And. again Rom. 13. 8, Qxi 
diligit proximum legem implevit ; He that 
loves his neighbour has fulfill 'd the law. 

Ah ! Chriſtian, deceive not thy (elf, thou 
mayſt caſily impoſe upon thy own Heart 
in the love of God ; the trials of which do 
not ſooften occur, and when they do, Na- 
ture and Education take up the better half. 
'Tis a thing indeed we all have frequently 
in our Mouths, we are per{waded we have 
it in our Hearts, while at the ſame time 
we find ſome reaſon to doubt whether we 
have chat Charity we ought for our 
Neighbour ; nay, while we actually har-. 
bour malice and envy in oar heart, while 
we are murthering our Nezghbour by 
Derractton , while we are committing 


violence upon his Perſon or his Goods, 
at 


Pfal. 26. 1 2. 


1 John 4. 


TO, 


Ap. bb. de. 
fp. py anim. 


64p.-36.. 


fab) 
if any one ſhou'd interrogate us of the 
love of God, we ſhou'd take it for:a great 
Affront: to have 4r- ſo much. as. calld-in 
queſtion: Bur fo it. 15; Mentita-eſt iniqui- 
tas fibi, Tniquity lies to it ſelf: And that 
Argument- of the beloyed Diſciple invin- 
cibly -concludes. all unjuſt and unchari- 
table Men, If you do not love your brother 
whom you'ſee, how can you love God that . you 
Ho not ſee 2. How. can you reverence the 
Prototype, and prophane his Image ? How 
Gan you refpect che Maſter, and lay y1o- 
lent hands-on che Servant? How can you 
honour the - King , and ar the ſame. time 
contemn. his Officers ?- Mextite..eft iniqui- 
tas fab. oy Ts 

I will fam up all that has been ſaid in 
thoſe excellent words of-S. Auguſtine ; Amat 
nos Deus ut ametur, Wc. God loves us, to 
the end that he may-be loved again ; . And 
when: he beſtows; his AfﬀeCtion. upon us, 
he expects only the return of his own Gifr, 
Cum amdt--nibsl aliud- alt quam. amart; 
knowing that -his- Loye -1s the. ſovercign 
Happineſs of thoſe that enjoy it : For to 
love ſovereign Good 1s ſoyercign _—_ 
INCE 
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fince the loye of Goodneſs makes Men 

and Goodnefs is Happineſs ; Si bo- 
mus, ergo beats. A pood tree cannot bring 
forth bad fruit. Wherefore when the love 
of God 1s the root of our Actions; our 
Words, our Converſation, and all our Pra- 
Qtices Amorem redolent , breath forth the 
ſweer odqur of the Holy Spirit. But be- 
cauſe humane Aﬀection, good Education, 
and the Formalicies of Religion do often 
put on the mask of divine Love, the Divi- 
nity has imprefs'd his Scal upon fraternal 


Char 3 In this they ſhall know that YOze are John - J5- 


my diſciples , they that will nor ve it 
upon any ether account, fs diligitis invi- 
cem, If you Jove one another. 

But God has bcſtow'd on you a rational 
Soul to know this Truth, and a flexible Will 
to reduce it to Practice, and you bid defi- 
ancc to him with his own Weapons : You 
do-not only contemn his Commandment, 
but do it with chat frightful Aggravation, 
that you pretend reaſon-far your Con- 
rempt: You make ita piede of Wit-to dif- 
abey , as if Religion-were not calculated 
for Mcn of Parts, You feign labour in the 

E Precept, 


(30) 
Precept, and ſhew your liberty to do good 
only in a free election of evil, But the 
Decree of the+ Holy: Ghoſt. pronounc'd 
by the Mouth of the: Preacher, ſhall never 

Eccl.8.8. be reversd.,, Non ſalvabit impietas impium. 
The deordinate love of Creatures Ys 
conſtitutes all che Sins we.commutWar 
never 'make - the. Sinner happy ;- becauſe 
there is no peace to the wicked, ſays. my God. 
He may diſſemble the torment of his Con- 

I%. 66. 24. ſcience, but, his worm. ſhall 'never: dig. he 
ſhall ever and anon fecl the gnawing and 

ripes ofan — Love. Let him plunge 
Fimſclf never. {p.deep in Pleaſures, he.can 
never ſtifle. his Remorſes ; Js biony, 1s 
mixt with Gall, 6s Wine is umbigter'd with 

Deut.32-22- Wormwood, Ved Forum, nva: felis, X3c. In 
a word, on _ —_ as. mainy- freſh 
Crimes as he pleaſes, to-clcapy 1 
on the old, it 1s Jecreed'that Sin tall £VEr 
be the puniſhment of Sin. As his Aﬀecti- 
ons wander after new [dols, they mect with 
new Terments, ill this miſerable Soul, quite 
tirdin the ways of Iniquity, hegames;hke 

Lac. 23.24 the Docmon in the Goſpel, Walking throuph 

dry places, ſeeking reſt, and finding ve. 


| 


| 
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Then he is ready to fall into the account 


of S. Azguftine's experience, and to Cry Out g; 4us: is 
with im, 0 Divine Love, which I have Conf. & + 
known too late, from which I have wander d 


too long | to turn away from thee, is to fall ; to 
return unto thee, is to riſe ; to embrace and 
remain in thee, is to ſtand firm and happy. 

Divine Lovyc! which no one loſes with- 
out miſery, no one ſecks after without ſuc- 
ceſs, no one recovers without pardon ! 

To ſwerye from thy ſtrait, but eaſie 
paths, is all we call Siz; to reenter into 


* them, is all we ſtile Verzze; to be depriv'd 


of thee for ever, 15 the true Definition of 
Hell ; as to enjoy thee for eyer, 1s the cf- 
ſential Glory of Heaven. Whither I be- 
ſcech Him to conduct us, who has fur- 
niſh'd us with ſuch cafic and efhicacious 
Means, The Father, Son, and Holy Gboft, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


